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Year 4 Recommended Reading List

These books are great for hearing your child read aloud, discussing at home, asking them
questions, exploring new vocabulary and predicting what might happen next.

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR
P

Once, in a house on Egypt Street, there lived a china rabbit
named Edward Tulane. The rabbit was very pleased with
himself, and for good reason: he was owned by a girl named
Abilene, who adored him completely. And then, one day, he
was lost... Kate DiCamillo takes us on an extraordinary
journey, from the depths of the ocean to the net of a fisherman,
from the bedside of an ailing child to the bustling streets of
Memphis. Along the way, we are shown a miracle--that even a
heart of the most breakable kind can learn to love, to lose, and
to love again.

Genre: adventure, drama

Themes: loss, grief, bravery, friendship, love

Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and

a gorgeous elephant on a noisy, fraught, joyous adventure

WHO {(«0[[ ‘ through the jungle where revolution is stirring and leeches lurk.
AT W 1

£ '. ElFfiANT / Will stealing the queen's jewels be the beginning or the end of
A S B everything for the intrepid gang?

Genre: adventure, drama

Themes: friendship, bravery, diversity

o S ' Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third is a smallish Viking with
CREssIDA COWELL i ) . . . ;
* HOWToTRAIS You a longish name. Hiccup's father is chief of the Hairy Hooligan
"TYR AC tribe which means Hiccup is the Hope and the Heir to the Hairy
Conas— Hooligan throne - but most of the time Hiccup feels like a very

%g ordinary boy, finding it hard to be a Hero.

Hiccup must lead ten novices in their initiation into the Hairy
Hooligan Tribe. They have to train their dragons or be
BANISHED from the tribe FOR EVER!

But what if Hiccup's dragon resembles an ickle brown bunny
with wings? And has NO TEETH? The Seadragonus
Giganticus Maximus is stirring and wants to devour every
Viking on the Isle of Berk . . .
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Can Hiccup save the tribe - and become a Hero?
Genre: fantasy, adventure, comedy

Themes: bravery, friendship, dragons

Down the rabbit hole away little Alice goes. Follow her at your
own peril, but beware of the world you are about to enter. One
with a decapitation-crazed queen, an unintelligible duchess, a
sleepy dormouse, a chronically late rabbit, a witty Cheshire
cat, a blue hookah-smoking caterpillar, a Hatter and a March
Hare hosting a mad tea party, and a caucus race so
bewildering that the best way to explain it is just to do it.

Genre: adventure, mystery, fantasy

Themes: bravery, sanity, animals, fantasy

S groe SO RATIEL . Despite his Mum's insistence, Sam doesn't want to be friends
with Davey, he thinks Davey's a first class, grade A, top of the

CLOUD - dung heap moron. But one day Davey saves Sam's life and a
bond is formed between them. Sam is still embarrassed to be

BUSTING seen with Davey, but little by little he has to admit, when it's

just the two of them, Davey is a lot of fun. But then something

L. 7 % terrible happens to Davey. . . Told in verse, in first person, this

- L is the touching story of an extraordinary friendship, that

malorie changes two boys lives for ever. An uplifting tale that truly

blackman onds ou

Genre: verse novel
Children's Laureate 20112015

Themes: friendship, school, acceptance

When Ruby's dad uproots her from Australia to set up a hotel
in the mountains of India, Ruby is devastated. Not only are
they living in a run-down building in the middle of the
wilderness surrounded by scorpions, bears and leopards, but
Ruby is sure that India will never truly feel like home - not
without her mum there.

Ever since her mum died, Ruby has been afraid. Of cars. Of
the dark. Of going to sleep and never waking up.

But then the last remaining leopards of the mountain are
threatened and everything changes. Ruby vows to do all she
can to protect them - if she can only overcome her fears...
Genre: adventure

Themes: conservation, animals, friendship
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Sam Wu is NOT a scaredy-cat (except he is). When a trip to

SAM wu the Space Museum goes terrifyingly wrong, Sam begins a
mission to prove to the school bully, and all of his friends,

is NOTafrald SO that he is a fearless space adventurer.

?? GHOSTS

] A truly laugh-out-loud, voice-led and madcap story of ghost
"’7 . < hunting, snakes and mischievous pet cats called Butterbutt,
perfect for fans of Tom Gates, Wilf the Mighty Worrier and
Barry Loser, and readers aged six plus.

Genre: comedy
Themes: mischief, bravery and friendship

When Suzy hears a strange noise in the middle of the night,
she creeps downstairs to find a train roaring through her
house. But this is no ordinary train. This is the magical
delivery express for the Union of Impossible Places.

Whisked on board by a troll-boy, Suzy's world is turned
upside down when she's asked to deliver a cursed package
to a fearsome sorceress. And quite suddenly, Suzy realizes
the fate of the Impossible Places is in her hands...

Genre: Adventure
Themes: Bravery, fantasy

Introducing Miss Ottoline Brown, an exceptionally inquisitive
Mistress of Disguise, and her partner in crime, Mr Munroe.
No puzzle is ever too tricky for the two of them to solve . . .

Ottoline lives in a stylish apartment in Big City with a small
hairy creature called Mr Munroe. Together they look after
the Brown family's eclectic collections - and dabble in a spot
of detective work. So they are the first to the scene of the
crime when a string of high society dog-nappings and jewel
thefts hits Big City. Ottoline (who luckily has a diploma from
the Who-R-U Academy of Disguise) and Mr Munroe go
undercover - and expose an ingenious scam masterminded
by furry feline crook, the Yellow Cat.

Genre: Mystery, adventure
Themes: Friendship, mystery, animals
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In the spirit of modern-day classics like Fish in a Tree
and Counting by 7s comes the Schneider Family Book
Award-winning story of a deaf girl's connection to a
whale whose song can't be heard by his species, and
the journey she takes to help him.

From fixing the class computer to repairing old radios,
twelve-year-old Iris is a tech genius. But she's the only deaf
person in her school, so people often treat her like she's not
very smart. If you've ever felt like no one was listening to
you, then you know how hard that can be.

When she learns about Blue 55, a real whale who is unable
to speak to other whales, Iris understands how he must
feel. Then she has an idea: she should invent a way to
"sing" to him! But he's three thousand miles away. How will
she play her song for him?

Genre: Coming of age, adventure

Themes: acceptance, friendship, bravery




